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Instructions for Authors
The journal will publish refereed scientific papers, reviews, perspectives
and short communications containing the results of original work within
the general field of ornithology in Africa and its islands. Reviews of
relevant books will also be published. All communications, with the
exception of book reviews, will be scrutinised by referees. The journal
adheres strictly to a double-blind review process.
Editorial policy: Contributions must conform to the principles outlined
in Ethical Considerations in Research Publication available from
the Journal’s Instructions to Authors page*. Submission of a manuscript
implies that the material has not been published previously, nor is it being
submitted elsewhere for publication. Submission of a manuscript will be
taken to imply transfer of copyright of the material to the publishers, NISC.
Contributions are accepted on the understanding that the authors have
the authority for publication. Material published in this journal may not be
reprinted, published in translation or mounted on any electronic repository
without the express permission of the publishers, NISC (Pty) Ltd.
Manuscripts: All manuscripts should follow the manuscript format
outlined below and will be returned to the authors if not. Manuscripts
should be submitted in English in MS Word via the journal’s ScholarOne
Manuscripts site (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/tost). New users
should first create an account. Once a user is logged onto the site
submissions should be made via the Author Centre. Should you have
difficulty submitting material online, please notify the Editor-in-Chief,
Dr Alan Lee, at alan.tk.lee@googlemail.com. A recent issue of Ostrich
should be consulted for general layout and style.
Manuscript format: Sections — All pages must be numbered consecutively, including those containing the references, tables and figures.
Authors must also insert line numbering. Text should be written in clear
English (UK spelling) and divided into the following sections in this order:
(1) Abstract (not exceeding 300 words)
(2) Keywords
(3) Introduction
(4) Methods
(5) Results
(6) Discussion
(7) Acknowledgements
(8) 	 References
(9) 	 Tables
(10) 	Appendices
(11) Figure legends
Short communications should include an Abstract and Keywords, but no
other subheadings in the body text.
Figures — Ensure figures conform to the journal style. Pay particular
attention to line thickness, font and figure proportions, taking into account
the journals printed page size. Costs of redrawing figures may be
charged. Please refer to Figure Guidelines for Authors: Format, Style
and Technical Considerations available from the Journal’s Instructions
to Authors webpage*. For digital photographs or scanned images the
resolution should be at least 300 dpi for colour or greyscale artwork and a
minimum of 600 dpi for black line drawings. Images can be saved (in order
of preference) as PSD, TIFF, EPS, PDF or JPEG files. Graphs, charts
or maps should be exported as AI, WMF, EMF, EPS, PDF or SVG files.
MS Powerpoint and Excel files are acceptable. Do not embed images
in the Word document, rather use ‘Insert Picture from File’. More
detailed technical information is given in Figure Guidelines for Authors*.
Illustrations can be reproduced in colour, but only when essential, and
subject to approval by the Editor-in-Chief. Non-essential use of colour will
be charged at ZAR900 (excl. VAT) per page for African contributors and
USD75 per page for contributors from elsewhere.
Tables — Each table, numbered with Arabic numerals in the order in
which they are to appear, must be on a separate page with the table
number and an appropriate stand-alone caption. Tables may include up
to five horizontal lines but no vertical lines.

References — References to literature within an article must be
arranged chronologically in the following forms: Swart (1972); Swart
(1972a, 1972b); Swart and White (1973); Swart (1972, 1973); (Swart
1970, Smith 1971). For more than two authors, use the first author’s
name followed by et al. (e.g. Urban et al. 1997). At the end of the manuscript list references alphabetically and then chronologically, using full
journal titles, and adhere to the following formats (for additional examples
refer to Reference Exemplars for Authors available from the Journal’s
Instructions to Authors webpage*):
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and the time and place of learning in bird songs. In: Snowdon C,
Hausberger M (eds), Social influences on vocal development.
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Roberts Birds of Southern Africa (and other such edited regional
works): Please note that when referencing a single species account, the
author of that account should be cited, for example:
du Plessis MA. 2005. Green Woodhoopoe. In: Hockey PAR, Dean WRJ,
Ryan PG (eds), Roberts birds of southern Africa. 7th Edn. Cape Town:
Trustees of the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund. pp 162–164.
However, when referencing multiple accounts (e.g. extracting clutch-size
data) the entire volume should be cited:
Hockey PAR, Dean WRJ, Ryan PG (eds). 2005. Roberts birds of
southern Africa (7th edn). Cape Town, South Africa: Trustees of the
John Voelcker Bird Book Fund.
Conventions: The English name of a species is capitalised (e.g.
Southern Brown-throated Weaver) but not the name of a group of species
(e.g. robins, weavers). Scientific names of genera and species – but
not family names – and foreign words should be italicised. Trinomials
may be used only when accurately known and essential to the results
and discussion. Both the English and scientific names must be cited
when a species is first mentioned but thereafter only one need be
used. The English and scientific names of a species should follow the
IOC world bird list (https://www.worldbirdnames.org). For southern
African birds, please mention alternative names should these differ from
those of the IOC according to official BirdLife South Africa checklists
(https://www.birdlife.org.za/media-and-resources/bird-checklists/); for
example, Hadada (Hadeda) Ibis Bostrychia hagedash. Metric symbols
and their international symbols are used throughout as is the decimal
point and the 24-hour clock (e.g. 08:00, 17:25). Dates should be written
as 13 July 1973. Ranges should have an en dash (3–5 km). There
should be a space before unit terms (23 °C, 5 kg, 5 kg d−1 etc.) except
for percentages (5%). Use ‘mass’ instead of ‘weight’. The UK spelling
convention should be followed. There should be a single space between
sentences. The period (.) must be used as the decimal indicator, and
thousands/millions should be marked with a space and not a comma
(e.g. 1 234.56 g). The significance of statistical tests should be written in
the form p < 0.001, and use ns for not significant. For stylistic conventions,
refer to Presentation of Mathematical and Statistical Data available
from the Journal’s Instructions to Authors webpage*.
Electronic reprints: Authors will be notified by email when their
article is available for download from the Taylor & Francis website
(www.tandfonline.com).
Open access: Ostrich is a hybrid journal which allows authors the
option of publishing their article Open Access for a set fee. Further
details are given in Gold Open Access Procedure available from
http://www.nisc.co.za/openaccess.
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