AFRICAN JOURNAL OF AQUATIC SCIENCE
Instructions for authors
Original Papers, Reviews or Short Notes in the field of aquatic
sciences, including limnology and hydrobiology, covering all African inland
and estuarine waters, will be considered for publication in the Journal.
Contributions should be a maximum of 2 500 words for Short Notes and
7 500 words for Research Papers, but Review articles of up to 12 000 words
will be considered for publication. Correspondence relating to editorial
matters should be e-mailed to the Editor-in-Chief at ajas.ed@gmail.com.

a minimum of 600 dpi for black line drawings. These can be saved (in
order of preference) in PSD, JPEG, PDF or EPS format. Graphs, charts
or maps can be saved in AI, PDF or EPS format. MS Office files (Word,
Powerpoint, Excel) are also acceptable but DO NOT EMBED Excel graphs
or Powerpoint slides in a MS Word document, rather send the original
Excel or Powerpoint files. More detailed technical information is given in
Figure Guidelines for Authors.

Editorial policy: Contributions are accepted on the understanding
that the authors have the authority for publication. Submission of multiauthored manuscripts implies that all authors have approved submission
of the article to this Journal, have read it and approved of its publication.
Manuscripts should not have been published before and must not be under
consideration by another journal. The submission of a manuscript by the
authors implies that they automatically agree to assign exclusive copyright
to the publishers of the African Journal of Aquatic Science, NISC (Pty) Ltd.
Contributions must conform to the principles outlined in Ethical considerations in research publication available on the Journal’s Instructions to
Authors page*.

References within the text should be quoted chronologically as surname
and year within brackets, e.g. (Cox 2005; Day 2009). For references with
more than two authors please cite the reference in the text as (Allanson et
al. 1999). Where reference is made to more than one work by the same
author, identify each citation in the text as (Allanson 1999, 2000a, 2000b).
At the end of the manuscript, list the references alphabetically, and then
chronologically, in the following style:

Page charges of R175 (excl. VAT) per page for African contributors and
US$30 per page for contributors from elsewhere are levied. Authors who
do not have access to funding to cover the publication costs may apply to
the Editor-in-Chief to have their page charges waived. Illustrations can be
reproduced in colour, but only when essential, and subject to approval by
the Editor-in-Chief. Non-essential use of colour will be charged at R900
(excl. VAT) per page for African contributors and US$150 per page for
contributors from elsewhere.
Manuscript submission: All submissions should be made online at the
African Journal of Aquatic Science ScholarOne Manuscripts site (http://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ajas). New users should first create an account.
Once a user is logged onto the site submissions should be made via the
Author Centre. Please read the guide for ScholarOne authors before making
a submission. Guidelines for preparing your manuscript to this journal are
provided below.
Manuscript format: Manuscripts must be prepared using MS-Word (font
Times New Roman, 12 pt) in A4 format, 1.5 line spacing. There should be
a single space between sentences. Number all pages sequentially. Refer to
the Journal’s Instructions to Authors webpage* for a sample manuscript
and additional guidelines. Tables combined and figures combined are to
be submitted as separate files.
The title should be a concise description of the study’s key content.
An abstract of not more than 200 words, at the beginning of each paper, is
required for Articles, Reviews and Short Notes. Please submit a maximum
of eight relevant keywords, listed alphabetically, that do not appear in the
article title.
The text (excluding Short Notes) should be divided into sections that
typically follow the order: Introduction, Material and Methods, Results,
Discussion, Acknowledgements, References. The sections/subsections
must not be numbered.
Tables and figures — Each table and figure must be numbered with
Arabic numerals and must be accompanied by an appropriate stand-alone
caption. Tables and figures must be formatted to fit the page vertically with
a printed width of either 84 mm or 176 mm. Tables may include up to five
horizontal lines but no vertical lines. Authors must ensure that their figures
conform to the style of the journal. Pay particular attention to line thickness, font and figure proportions, taking into account the journals printed
page size. Costs of redrawing figures may be charged. Please refer to
Figure Guidelines for Authors available from the Journal’s Instructions
to Authors webpage*. For digital photographs or scanned images the
resolution should be at least 300 dpi for colour or greyscale artwork and
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Refer to Reference Exemplars for Authors available on the Journal’s
Instructions to Authors webpage* for more examples.
Conventions: Manuscripts must be written in clear English (UK spelling).
Consult the Oxford English Dictionary for spelling, capitalisation,
hyphenation and abbreviation conventions. Units of measure — The SI
system of metric units is used, as is the 24-hour clock (10:00, 21:30). If
non-standard units are used, these should be defined in the text. No units
are associated with salinity. There should be a space between numerical
values and their units (e.g. 500 ml, 23 g l–1) except for percentages (25%).
Dates should be written as 13 July 2012. Ranges should have an en
dash (3–5 km). Conventions on presenting mathematical and statistical
data are outlined in Guidelines for the Presentation of Mathematical
and Statistical data available from the Journal’s Instructions to Authors
webpage*. The period (.) must be used as the decimal indicator and
thousands/millions should be marked with a space and not a comma
(e.g. 1 234.56 g). Species names and authorities — The International
Code of Nomenclature style must be observed for scientific names.
Only use brackets for authorship if the genus name has changed, e.g.
‘Clarias gariepinus (Burchell, 1822)’. ‘Author and publication date’ are not
specifically required after scientific names used in the MS’s title, but may
be used there if an author so wishes. However, they must be quoted after
the first usage of ‘major’ species mentioned in both the Abstract and the
Text. They are not required for every scientific name listed throughout a
manuscript. Ecotoxicology information — Field concentrations of metals
or organics in water, sediment and biota must be accompanied by certified
reference material [CRM] data demonstrating data quality. Experimental
exposure concentrations must be validated with measured concentrations;
nominal exposure concentrations are not acceptable.
Proofs: The ‘corresponding author’ will receive proofs for checking.
Corrections to the proofs should be restricted to those that have been
introduced during the production process. Other than such corrections,
substantial alterations may be charged to the author.
Electronic reprints: Authors will be notified by e-mail when their article is
available for download from the journal website.
Open access: African Journal of Aquatic Science is a hybrid journal which
allows authors the option of publishing their article Open Access for a set
fee. Further details are given in Gold Open Access Procedure available
from www.nisc.co.za/openaccess.

* The latest instructions to authors and other information pertaining to the journal are available at http://www.nisc.co.za/products/2/journals/african-journal-of-aquatic-science

